
Felician College Medical Amnesty Policy 

 
     At Felician College, the health, well being, and overall safety of the student body is our utmost concern.  

Therefore, a Medical Amnesty Policy has been put in place to increase the possibility of timely and 

appropriate medical attention in an emergency situation where an individual may be experiencing either 

alcohol poisoning or a drug overdose.  This policy allows students to contact Residence Life or emergency 

personnel, including campus security, local police, or ambulance, either for themselves or another student 

without fear of being charged with a violation of the Felician College Code of Conduct. 

 

Amnesty would be granted only to the student who is intoxicated and the student who reports the incident to 

the proper authorities, and only if the appropriate course of action is followed.  These instructions are as 

follows: 

1. The student must be the first person to contact for help for the intoxicated student 

2. The student must remain on the scene until and when help arrives 

3. The student must assist in answering any questions honestly that would assist in providing help 

 

This policy is in no way intended to protect students who continually violate Felician College, local, state, or 

federal law, and the specific guidelines must be followed in order for the policy to be in effect.  This policy 

does not exempt students from local, state, and federal laws.  Underage individuals are protected under the 

provisions of the 9-1-1 Lifeline Legislation, approved October 1, 2009, in cases of alcohol poisoning, and by 

the Overdose Prevention Act, approved May 2, 2013.  By removing these barriers we hope to foster a practice 

of seeking medical attention when necessary to avoid serious health problems or even death. 

 

Overdose Prevention Act 
An Act concerning opioid antidotes and overdose prevention, and supplementing Title 24 of the Revised 

Statutes and Title 2C of the New Jersey Statutes. 

  

 Be It Enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 

  

C.24:6J-1 Short title. 
     1.    This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Overdose Prevention Act.” 

  

C.24:6J-2 Findings, declarations relative to overdose prevention. 
     2.    The Legislature finds and declares that encouraging witnesses and victims of drug overdoses to seek 

medical assistance saves lives and is in the best interests of the citizens of this State and, in instances where 

evidence was obtained as a result of seeking of medical assistance, these witnesses and victims should be 

protected from arrest, charge, prosecution, conviction, and revocation of parole or probation for possession or 

use of illegal drugs.  Additionally, naloxone is an inexpensive and easily administered antidote to an opioid 

overdose.  Encouraging the wider prescription and distribution of naloxone or similarly acting drugs to those 

at risk for an opioid overdose, or to members of their families or peers, would reduce the number of opioid 

overdose deaths and be in the best interests of the citizens of this State.  It is not the intent of the Legislature to 

protect individuals from arrest, prosecution or conviction for other criminal offenses, including engaging in 

drug trafficking, nor is it the intent of the Legislature to in any way modify or restrict the current duty and 

authority of law enforcement and emergency responders at the scene of a medical emergency or a crime scene, 

including the authority to investigate and secure the scene. 

  

C.24:6J-3 Definitions relative to overdose prevention. 
     3.    As used in this act: 

     “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Human Services. 

     “Drug overdose” means an acute condition including, but not limited to, physical illness, coma, mania, 

hysteria, or death resulting from the consumption or use of a controlled dangerous substance or another 

substance with which a controlled dangerous substance was combined and that a layperson would reasonably 

believe to require medical assistance. 



     “Medical assistance” means professional medical services that are provided to a person experiencing a drug 

overdose by a health care professional, acting within the scope of his or her lawful practice, including 

professional medical services that are mobilized through telephone contact with the 911 telephone emergency 

service. 

     “Opioid antidote” means naloxone hydrochloride or any other similarly acting drug approved by the 

United States Food and Drug Administration for the treatment of an opioid overdose. 

     “Health care professional” means a physician, physician assistant, advanced practice nurse, or other 

individual who is licensed or whose professional practice is otherwise regulated pursuant to Title 45 of the 

Revised Statutes, other than a pharmacist, and who, based upon the accepted scope of professional authority, 

prescribes or dispenses an opioid antidote. 

   “Patient” includes a person who is not at risk of an opioid overdose but who, in the judgment of a physician, 

may be in a position to assist another individual during an overdose and who has received patient overdose 

information as required by section 5 of this act on the indications for and administration of an opioid antidote. 

 

C.2C:35-30 Immunity from liability, certain circumstances, for persons seeking medical 

assistance for someone experiencing a drug overdose. 
     7. a. A person who, in good faith, seeks medical assistance for someone experiencing a drug overdose shall 

not be: 

     (1)   arrested, charged, prosecuted, or convicted for obtaining, possessing, using, being under the influence 

of, or failing to make lawful disposition of, a controlled dangerous substance or controlled substance analog 

pursuant to subsection a., b., or c. of N.J.S.2C:35-10; 

     (2)   arrested, charged, prosecuted, or convicted for inhaling the fumes of or possessing any toxic chemical 

pursuant to subsection b. of section 7 of P.L.1999, c.90 (C.2C:35-10.4); 

     (3)   arrested, charged, prosecuted, or convicted for using, obtaining, attempting to obtain, or possessing any 

prescription legend drug or stramonium preparation pursuant to subsection b., d., or e. of section 8 of 

P.L.1999, c.90 (C.2C:35-10.5); 

     (4)   arrested, charged, prosecuted, or convicted for acquiring or obtaining possession of a controlled 

dangerous substance or controlled substance analog by fraud pursuant to N.J.S.2C:35-13; 

     (5)   arrested, charged, prosecuted, or convicted for unlawfully possessing a controlled dangerous substance 

that was lawfully prescribed or dispensed pursuant to P.L.1998, c.90 (C.2C:35-24); 

     (6)    arrested, charged, prosecuted, or convicted for using or possessing with intent to use drug paraphernalia 

pursuant to N.J.S.2C:36-2 or for having under his control or possessing a hypodermic syringe, hypodermic 

needle, or any other instrument adapted for the use of a controlled dangerous substance or a controlled 

substance analog pursuant to subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:36-6;  

     (7)   subject to revocation of parole or probation based only upon a violation of offenses described in 

subsection a. (1) through (6) of this section, provided, however, this circumstance may be considered in 

establishing or modifying the conditions of parole or probation supervision. 

     b.    The provisions of subsection a. of this section shall only apply if: 

     (1)   the person seeks medical assistance for another person who is experiencing a drug overdose and is in 

need of medical assistance; and 

     (2)   the evidence for an arrest, charge, prosecution, conviction, or revocation was obtained as a result of the 

seeking of medical assistance. 

     c.     Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the admissibility of any evidence in connection with 

the investigation or prosecution of a crime with regard to a defendant who does not qualify for the protections 

of this act or with regard to other crimes committed by a person who otherwise qualifies for protection 

pursuant to this act.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit any seizure of evidence or contraband 

otherwise permitted by law.  Nothing herein shall be construed to limit or abridge the authority of a law 

enforcement officer to detain or take into custody a person in the course of an investigation or to effectuate an 

arrest for any offense except as provided in subsection a. of this section.  Nothing in this section shall be 

construed to limit, modify or remove any immunity from liability currently available to public entities or 

public employees by law. 
  

C.2C:35-31 Protections for certain persons experiencing a drug overdose. 
     8. a. A person who experiences a drug overdose and who seeks medical assistance or is the subject of a 

good faith request for medical assistance pursuant to section 4 of this act shall not be: 



     (1)   arrested, charged, prosecuted, or convicted for obtaining, possessing, using, being under the influence 

of, or failing to make lawful disposition of, a controlled dangerous substance or controlled substance analog 

pursuant to subsection a., b., or c. of N.J.S.2C:35-10; 

     (2)   arrested, charged, prosecuted, or convicted for inhaling the fumes of or possessing any toxic chemical 

pursuant to subsection b. of section 7 of P.L.1999, c.90 (C.2C:35-10.4); 

     (3)   arrested, charged, prosecuted, or convicted for using, obtaining, attempting to obtain, or possessing any 

prescription legend drug or stramonium preparation pursuant to subsection b., d., or e. of section 8 of 

P.L.1999, c.90 (C.2C:35-10.5); 

     (4)   arrested, charged, prosecuted, or convicted for acquiring or obtaining possession of a controlled 

dangerous substance or controlled substance analog by fraud pursuant to N.J.S.2C:35-13; 

     (5)   arrested, charged, prosecuted, or convicted for unlawfully possessing a controlled dangerous substance 

that was lawfully prescribed or dispensed pursuant to P.L.1998, c.90 (C.2C:35-24); 

     (6)    arrested, charged, prosecuted, or convicted for using or possessing with intent to use drug paraphernalia 

pursuant to N.J.S.2C:36-2 or for having under his control or possessing a hypodermic syringe, hypodermic 

needle, or any other instrument adapted for the use of a controlled dangerous substance or a controlled 

substance analog pursuant to subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:36-6;  

     (7)   subject to revocation of parole or probation based only upon a violation of offenses described in 

subsection a. (1) through (6) of this section, provided, however, that this circumstance may be considered in 

establishing or modifying the conditions of parole or probation supervision. 

     b.    The provisions of subsection a. of this section shall only apply if the evidence for an arrest, charge, 

prosecution, conviction or revocation was obtained as a result of the seeking of medical assistance. 

     c.     Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the admissibility of any evidence in connection with 

the investigation or prosecution of a crime with regard to a defendant who does not qualify for the protections 

of this act or with regard to other crimes committed by a person who otherwise qualifies for protection 

pursuant to this act.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit any seizure of evidence or contraband 

otherwise permitted by law.  Nothing herein shall be construed to limit or abridge the authority of a law 

enforcement officer to detain or take into custody a person in the course of an investigation or to effectuate an 

arrest for any offense except as provided in subsection a. of this section.  Nothing in this section shall be 

construed to limit, modify or remove any immunity from liability currently available to public entities or 

public employees by law. 
  

     9.    Sections 1 through 6 of this act shall take effect on the first day of the second month next following 

enactment, except that the Commissioner of Human Services shall take any anticipatory action in advance 

thereof as shall be necessary for the implementation of this act and sections 7 and 8 shall take effect 

immediately. 
  

Approved May 2, 2013. 

 

9-1-1 Lifeline Legislation 
 

AN ACT concerning persons under the legal age to possess and consume alcoholic beverages, amending 

P.L.1979, c.264, and supplementing P.L.2000, c.33. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 

 

C.40:48-1.2a Immunity from prosecution; certain circumstances. 

     2. a. An underage person and one or two other persons shall be immune from prosecution under an 

ordinance authorized by section 1 of P.L.2000, c.33 (C.40:48-1.2) prohibiting any person under the legal age 

who, without legal authority, knowingly possesses or knowingly consumes an alcoholic beverage on private 

property if: 

(1) one of the underage persons called 9-1-1 and reported that another underage person was in need of medical 

assistance due to alcohol consumption; 

(2) the underage person who called 9-1-1 and, if applicable, one or two other persons acting in concert with the 

underage person who called 9-1-1 provided each of their names to the 9-1-1 operator; 

(3) the underage person was the first person to make the 9-1-1 report; and 



(4) the underage person and, if applicable, one or two other persons acting in concert with the underage person 

who made the 9-1-1 call remained on the scene with the person under the legal age in need of medical 

assistance until assistance arrived and cooperated with medical assistance and law enforcement personnel on 

the scene. 

     b. The underage person who received medical assistance as provided in subsection a. of this section also 

shall be immune from prosecution under an ordinance authorized by section 1 of P.L.2000, c.33 (C.40:48-1.2). 

     3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

 

Approved October 1, 2009. 

 


